
ARTS & CULTURE IN THE CITY OF DENVER
Arts and culture are at the heart of who we are as Denverites—driving the economy, sparking 
civic pride, deepening lifelong learning, inspiring change and enriching our daily lives. 

Scan to learn how you 
can get involved

THE RESEARCH PROCESS 
Cra� ing a strategic roadmap is critical 
to shaping the creative future of Denver. 
DENVER CREATES was built on 
comprehensive, inclusive research and 
provides a framework that serves as a 
practical guide to strengthen and grow 
the city’s arts and culture ecosystem. 
Key steps of the in-depth and statistically 
valid research included: 

• Community Engagement:
Over 2,500 voices were heard. 

• Arts and Culture Sector-Speci� c 
Research: More than 100 in-depth 
interviews were conducted.  

• Supplemental Data Analysis: Trends in 
participation and funding were examined.   

• Collaborative Planning: Community 
advisors, focus groups and targeted 
outreach ensured representation. 

GET INVOLVED
From artists and arts sector employees to 
community leaders and passionate arts 
supporters, each of us has something 
to give—and something to gain—from 
supporting arts and culture in Denver. 

This is our collective invitation to 
co-create a city where imagination 
thrives, expression is everywhere 
and creativity belongs to us all. 
Let’s shape Denver’s artistic and 
cultural landscape together! 

Denver Arts & Venues (DAV) will 
steward DENVER CREATES and 
serve as a convener of the cultural 
sector, but we need you, too. 

DENVER CREATES
A Collective Commitment to the Arts 

DENVER CREATES: A Collective Commitment to the Arts is the city’s roadmap 
for a thriving arts and culture ecosystem. Grounded in research and driven by 
community voices, this roadmap outlines three key commitments to create a 
more equitable and dynamic cultural landscape.



Broaden Access to Arts 
and Culture

Expands access to arts and culture by 
advancing equity in funding, reducing 
barriers to participation and strengthening 
neighborhood-based cultural initiatives, 
ensuring inclusivity and engagement for 
all Denver residents. Strategies to further this 
commitment include:

• Advance Equity and Access in Arts and 
Culture Funding

• Reduce Barriers to Audience Engagement  

• Support Arts and Culture in Neighborhoods 

Cultivate the Cultural 
Community

Strengthens Denver’s cultural community by 
amplifying artistic successes, fostering cross-
sector collaborations, integrating artists into 
decision-making, and expanding leadership 
and education opportunities, ensuring 
a vibrant and inclusive arts ecosystem. 
Strategies to further this commitment include: 

• Amplify Denver’s Cultural Successes 
and Reputation 

• Build Cross-Sector Collaborations  

• Integrate Artists in Community 
Decision-Making 

• Build Arts Leadership and Education

Support the
Economic Vitality of 
Denver’s Cultural Sector

Aims to strengthen Denver’s cultural sector by 
expanding a� ordable arts spaces, increasing 
funding and retaining local talent, ensuring 
the city remains a thriving hub for creativity 
and economic vitality. Strategies to further this 
commitment include: 

• Increase Access and A� ordability of Arts Spaces 

• Expand Arts and Culture Funding 

• Retain Local Talent and Resources
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To grow and strengthen Denver’s arts and 
culture ecosystem for everyone to enjoy.

THREE COLLECTIVE COMMITMENTS
DENVER CREATES consists of three commitments, bolstered by actionable strategies. 

THE GUIDING VISION
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DENVER CREATES sets the 
stage for an inclusive, dynamic 
arts and culture landscape. This 
initiative calls on all of us—artists, 
organizations, leaders and residents 
—to join in a continuous e� ort to 
co-create a more vibrant and 
equitable creative environment. 

SCAN TO READ THE 
FULL ROADMAP


